






For this project I experimented with the shutter speed and 
observed how the different shutter speed settings affected the 
camera’s ability to either freeze or blur motion. 

To capture blurred motion I set the camera to a slow shutter 
speed and stabilized the camera so that the motion would be 
blurred, but not the background. 

To capture frozen motion I set the camera to a fast shutter 
speed, and since it captured the photo quickly there was no 
need to stabilize the camera. When using a fast shutter speed 
I had to raise the aperture to allow more light to enter so the 
photos did not appear too dark. 

To freeze motion while blurring the background I set the 
camera to a fast shutter speed and panned the camera with 
the subject (the snowboarder). 



For this depth photography 
exercise I learned how to 
use the F-stop (aperture) 
to control how much of my 
photo background was in 
and out of focus. 

Through practice I was 
able to solidify the concept 
of a lower f-stop (such as 
3.5) creating shallow depth 
(blurred background), and 
a higher f-stop (such as 
16) creating a deep depth 
(clear background). I put 
these new skills into use 
by controlling the f-stop to 
create visually appealing 
deep, and shallow depth 
pictures. I also did some 
comparison pictures where 
I shot the same subject 
in both deep and shallow 
depth, seen immediately to 
the right of this paragraph, 
to demonstrate the 
difference that the f-stop 
control can make and 
my understanding of the 
concept.



These photos feature different perspectives of my Apache 
Pine wooden watch. I took these photos in an outdoor set-
ting, due to the nature of the object. Since all of the photos 
were taken at the same location, and during the same time 
of day, most of the edits made on the images are the same 
across all images of the set. Some of the edits that I made 
include: levels adjustment, sharpening, content aware, and 
Spot healing. 

For each image I adjusted the layers by bringing the black 
arrow down and the bright arrow up just a little. This bright-
ened up my image and created some better contrast. I also 
used the smart sharpen tool, and layer masks, to sharpen 
up the focal point of each image. I then used the lasso tool 
with content aware to get rid of any distracting objects in 
the background, or imperfections in the wood. 



During this project I was able to utilize many of the different useful skills I had gained this 
semester to enhance my portraits. Some of the skills I used in these portraits include depth, 
Photoshop enhancements, and posing skills. I exercised my posing skills by placing the subject’s 
back to the sun so that it is not shining in their face, and to pose women in feminine ways and 
men in more masculine ways. I also used depth in these photos by turning the f-stop down so 
that the background is blurred and the subject is the focus. Lastly, I used my Photoshop skills 
to change the color of the little girl’s coat (to the right) so that there is more contrast between it 
and the slide, and used it to enhance the face of the woman in the top right photo. 



To capture these macro shots I used a zoom lens (70mm 
to 300 mm), a 4+ macro filter on the lens, auxiliary lighting, 
and a Canon T5i camera. First I chose areas where the 
water drops were placed nicely, or where I could see a 
nice composition. Then, I captured the clear images by 
playing around with the amount of zoom and my bodies 
distance from the subject until the object became clear, I 
then pressed half way on the button to finalize the focus 
and then captured the image. I zoomed in on the subjects 
usually between the range of 80 to 95 mm. I also used 
auto focus to assure good focus on each of the subjects. 







To capture the above levitation photo I 
first used a tripod to capture a picture 
of the empty room. I then had the 
model pose on a chair and capture 
a picture with the tripod in the same 
position. Afterwards I took both photos 
into Photoshop and masked out the 
chair so that the model appears to be 
levitating. 
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